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Cemetery cleanup starts at 9 a.m.
Saturday. Can you help? 
Call (704) 624-5833 for details
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By Luanne Williams

Within a few months, sun-
light beaming down on the 
south side of Marshville is 
expected to be captured and 
transformed into electricity via 
the second solar farm in town, 
a 5 mega-watt photovoltaic 
facility on 31.5 acres at 1514 
Old Highway 74. 

The Board of Adjustment 
voted 4-2 late last week to is-
sue BG Stewart Solar Farm 
the special use permit needed 
to locate the facility in an RA-
40 district. The move came 
days after Union County’s ap-
proval of a similar operation, 
also owned by Henry “Tal” 
McBride III, at 919 Old Page-
land Highway. 

According to applications 
filed in late 2013 with the 
North Carolina Utilities Com-
mission, the two facilities to-
gether represent a $28 million 
investment.

McBride told the Board of 
Adjustment March 12 that he 
expects construction to take 
about three months and that 
his company will go beyond 
the required parameters for 
screening, leaving some of 
the land’s existing woods for 
a buffer and adding more trees 
in two areas to ensure suitable 
aesthetics. 

He fielded questions about 
the height of the panels (6-feet, 
7.25 inches); permission to 
use the private drive to access 
the land (easements and agree-
ments procured); and whether 
the panels would attract light-
ning (no) among other inqui-
ries and was represented by at-
torney Susanne Todd with the 

firm of Johnston, Allison and 
Hord, who introduced Mc-
Gavran Engineering President 
Ted McGavran and appraisal 
expert Damon Bidencope, 
each of whom assured the 
Board of Adjustment of the 
planned facility’s benefits.

“A solar facility is a clean 
and tidy operation,” Mc-
Gavran said, describing solar 
panels as “light bulbs in re-
verse.”

He said the silicon pan-
els will include neither toxic 
substances nor oil, and that 
the oil contained in required 
pad mount transformers that 
will raise the voltage to make 
the energy accessible to Duke 
Power is comparable to min-
eral oil. McGavran said the 
facility will not increase the 
area’s electromagnetic field.

Bidencope called solar 
farms “good neighbors” be-
cause they generate no au-
dible noise, no odor and no 
increased traffic. He said his 
research showed the facilities 
had a stabilizing effect on land 
use and did not injure property 
values.

Board of Adjustment 
members were unanimous 
in their vote that the solar 
farm would not materially 
endanger the public health or 
safety, but Brian Weber, who 
said he wanted more time to 
review the information pre-
sented, questioned its effects 
on property values and voted 
against the board’s findings 
that the project would be in 
harmony with the area and 
conformity with the town’s 
future plans. 
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$14 million 
solar farm 
permitted

Fabric to Fashion

By Sharon Foote

Louise Napier’s watercolor paint-
ings combine vivid colors with na-
ture’s graceful patterns to create an 
eye-catching dreamscape. When her 
watercolors are framed and hung on 
a wall, the works of this long-time 
Wingate University art professor 
look breathtaking.

But Dr. Napier takes her water-
color images a step further. A com-
pany prints her artwork onto fabric 
which is then sewn into clothing. 
Pink flowers on lush blue-green lily 
pads become a delightful dress for a 
young girl. The striking brown and 
yellow camouflage pattern on the 
shell of a box turtle could become a 
perfect fabric for pillows or a scarf.

An exhibit of Napier’s latest 
works, “Fabric to Fashion,” opens 
to the public tonight at Wingate 

University. There is no charge to at-
tend the opening reception at 6 p.m. 
at the Batte Center’s C. Douglas 
Helms Gallery. Napier’s solo exhib-
it, a collection of watercolor paint-
ings, original fabrics and children’s 
clothing, will remain on display in 
the Helms Gallery through April 14.

Napier, a professor for nearly 50 

years and chair of Wingate’s art de-
partment, plans to retire in May. 

For more about her exhibit “Fab-
ric to Fashion,” see www.wingate.
edu/campus-life/event-calendar/art-
exhibit-reception-fabric-to-fashion 

To see some of Napier’s original 
designs on fabric: www.spoonflow-
er.com/profiles/louisenapier 

Watercolor
works
woven 

for wear

It was more than three de-
cades ago when Lawrence 
Willis’ wife Margaret gave 
him a camera to photograph 
their firstborn son. Two 
more children and countless 
clicks later, he’s turned his 
focus to nature photography 
and is sharing his work for 
the next six weeks at the 
Marshville Museum and 
Cultural Center. 

A Hoke County native 
who works as a service tech 
for Pilgrim’s Pride, Willis 
said he didn’t know he was 

an artist until he was asked 
to do the exhibit. But mu-
seum volunteers say visitors 
to the corner of Main and 
Elm will confirm that status 
Saturday at the reception 
they are holding to intro-
duce his work — birds, but-
terflies, flowers and more to 
brighten the exhibit room 
just in time for spring.

In addition to years of tak-
ing pictures of his family — 
from Boy Scout outings and 
4-H cooking contests to 

See Photographer, 7

Love of nature helps turn 
photographer into artist

Photo by Dustin Etheridge

Lawrence Willis’ works are displayed at the museum.

Artist Louise Napier stands next to some of her works. Below are sam-
ples of fabrics made from her designs. Check them out tonight at a re-
ception at the Batte Center’s Helms Gallery.

Photo by Jason Miczek

By Sharon Foote

Derreck Kayongo was 10 
years old when his family fled 
the civil war in Uganda for a 
better life in America. He be-
came a visionary problem solver 
who never forgot the squalid 
refugee camps where he spent 
his childhood.

Kayongo will share his jour-
ney from child refugee to ener-
getic entrepreneur in a speech at 
Wingate University on Wednes-

day. Kayongo’s presentation, 
“Tapping your Power to Create 
Social Change,” is free to the 
public and begins at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Batte Center.

In 2009, Kayongo and his wife 
founded the Global Soap Proj-
ect. The organization receives 
donations of partially-used soap 
from more than 1,500 hotels in 
the U.S., including 13 hotels in 
the Charlotte area.

The harvested soap is melted, 

purified and reprocessed into 
30,000 new bars of soap each 
week. The Global Soap Project 
has given more than 2 million 
bars of soap to people in more 
than 30 countries on four con-
tinents. The group also teaches 
proper hand-washing and hy-
giene to the people it serves.

An estimated 2.4 million 
deaths worldwide could be pre-
vented each year by hand-wash-
ing with soap. Most of those 
who die from hygiene-related 

diseases are children.
Honored as a CNN “Top Ten 

Hero,” Kayango is a compelling 
motivational speaker. He draws 
on his personal hardships and 
life lessons, hoping to inspire 
others to overcome obstacles to 
solve persistent problems.

Want to know more?
Information on the Global 

Soap Project, including a list of 
participating hotels, is available 
at: http://www.globalsoap.org/ 

WU speaker saving lives ‘one bar of soap at a time’

Derreck Kayongo holds his CNN Top 
Ten Hero award.

Wingate University didn’t 
have to go far to find its 10th 
president. After conducting a na-
tional search, on Wednesday, the 
university named Rhett Brown, 
Wingate’s current Vice President 
for Student Life and Enrollment 
Services, as its next leader. 

Brown is a two-time graduate 
of Wingate. He takes over for 

Jerry E. McGee who’s retiring 
in May after a record 23 years 
at the school. McGee is the lon-
gest serving college president in 
North Carolina.

“I am both deeply humbled 
and tremendously excited,” said 
Brown, 49, at news conferences 
held yesterday at Wingate’s Bal-
lantyne campus in south Charlotte 

and main campus in Wingate. 
“I would like to thank President 
McGee for his years of visionary 
leadership to my alma mater. He 
has left a profound legacy, and I 
look forward to building on his 
great work.”

Brown has 26 years’ experience 
in higher education. At Wingate, 
he’s served in a number of roles 

before being named in 2009 to 
his current position overseeing 
admissions, student life and mar-
keting and communications.  

“Dr. Brown has been a highly 
respected member of Wingate 
University’s senior leadership 
team for many years,” said Mc-
Gee. 

See President, 7

Wingate University names next president

Photo by Marc Duddleson
Rhett Brown, right, will follow Jerry E. Mc-
Gee as president of Wingate University.
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Crossword

Commerce Park
MINI STORAGE

on Stegall Road
Marshville, N.C.
704-242-2881

SPORTS

First Baptist Church Indian Trail

Friday, March 27
9 a.m.-1 p.m. & 4 p.m.-8 p.m.

Saturday, March 28
8 a.m.-noon

HALF PRICE SALE!
• Consigners receive 70%

• FBC Indian Trail Preschool gets 30%
• Consigners shop Thursday night!

First Baptist Church Indian Trail
732 Indian Trail-Fairview Rd. • Indian Trail  

704-882-1005

Spring
ConSignment 

Sale

Solar
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Rusty Johnson also opposed 
the permit based on a lack of 
harmony with surrounding ag-
ricultural uses. Member Susan 
Drake admitted that harmony 
was a “vague” concept but cit-
ed the county’s approval of the 
nearby solar facility and the 
fact that no neighbors came to 
the public hearing to oppose 
the project as reasons for ap-
proval.

Ironically, the planning 
staff’s processing of the solar 
farm’s special use application 
led to the discovery that the 
Strata Solar facility on West 
Union Street had not met the 
screening requirements in the 
town’s ordinance.

Jason Earliwine, of the 
town’s planning staff, said the 
situation with Strata was being 
addressed.

McBride said plantings at 
the BG Stewart site, which 
slopes downward from the 
road, would completely ob-
scure any view of the panels.

The land where the Old 
Highway 74 solar farm will be 
situated is owned by Bonnie 
G. Stewart; the twin facility 
site on Old Pageland Road be-
longs to William Chad Sum-
merlin and Stanley Lee Sum-
merlin. McBride’s companies, 
based in Bristol, Va., are leas-
ing the sites.

In other business last Thurs-
day night, the Board of Ad-
justment accepted the resigna-
tion of board member Richard 
Paschal who cited a schedul-
ing conflict in his e-mail to 
planning staff. Drake said the 
Town Council should move 
quickly to replace Paschal and 
fill vacancies on the board as 
some members are continuing 
to serve after their appointed 
terms have ended.

The board also was in-
formed of revisions to the 
conditions it issued last month 
as part of a special use permit 
for a boarding house on East 
Main Street. Earliwine gave 
members copies of alterations 
in the wording which clarified 
the fact that registered sex of-
fenders and those convicted 
of murder are prohibited from 
dwelling or visiting at the fa-
cility. He said the home is 
already being used by Christ 
Bible Discipleship Worship 
Center to house and help 
homeless men.

Photographer
From Page 1
raising and showing farm 
animals — Willis also took 
courses in photography at 
Central Piedmont Commu-
nity College.

Although he takes his 
camera on his travels and 
has photographed a variety 
of unique places, Willis said 
at least 80 percent of the 
images in his exhibit came 
from his back yard on Mor-
gan Place Road. Many of his 
subjects are hummingbirds.

“It’s relaxing and enjoy-
able, sneaking up on them 
or waiting for them to come 
by,” he said. “They are so 
small and fast, but I like to 
get detail, close-ups show-
ing their feathers, seeing 
them feeding, getting into 
the flowers.”

Willis has added a variety 
of blooming plants to his 
lawn and is planning addi-
tional raised beds to make 
it even easier to attract more 
of his flighty subjects.

The reception honoring 
the local artist will be 1 p.m. 
to 3 p.m. Saturday. Anyone 
interested in purchasing 
copies of Willis’ photos may 
leave their contact informa-
tion in the registry inside the 
exhibit hall.

By Dean Thompson

Winter sports are all 
wrapped up for Piedmont 
and Forest Hills, and both 
high schools have a sig-
nificant number of stu-
dent-athletes on the All-
Conference/Honorable 
Mention lists from their 
respective conferences. 

Piedmont High
Piedmont is a part of 

the Southern Carolina 
Conference. Players that 
made All-Conference for 
wrestling, basketball and 
swimming follow.

Wrestling: Andrew 
Driver (106 pounds), Mi-
chael Flitz (120 pounds), 
Brett Underwood (132 
pounds), Austin Purs-
er (138 pounds), Matt 
Price (145 pounds), 
Mathis Strickland (152 
pounds), Thomas Flitz 
(152 pounds), Joel Haul-
see (160 pounds), Josh 
Collura (180 pounds), 
Tyler Scott (195 pounds) 
and Jordan Deese (220 
pounds). The team also 
won the conference tour-
nament championship 
and the regular season 
championship.

Boy’s Basketball: 
Cameron Tripp, Player of 
the Year.

Girl’s Basketball: Jesse 
Purser and Naj’la Bibb. 

Boy’s and Girl’s Swim-
ming: Carson Rollins, 
Brice Helms, Lee Belk, 
Chandler Parker and 
Hannah Teague.

Forest Hills High
Forest Hills is part of 

the Rocky River Confer-
ence. The following were 
placed on the All-Confer-
ence/Honorable Mention 
lists.

Wrestling: Jessie (JB) 
Helms (220 pounds); Seth 
Whitley (152 pounds), 
Honorable Mention.

Boy’s Basketball: Jor-
dan Blakeney, Player of 
the Year; Desmond Lind-
sey and Zaccheus Rorie; 
Tyrese Barbour and Ter-
rance Huntley, both Hon-
orable Mention.

Girl’s Basketball: Ra-
ven Mobley, Sheona 
Woodham and Alicia 
Benson; Destiny Wallace 
and Janora Brown, both 
Honorable Mention, 

Boy’s and Girl’s Swim-
ming: Drew Tucker , 
Swimmer of the Year; 
Kadie Druding, Cynthia 
Sierra and Tiffany Hug-
gins. Mechele Tucker has 
also been recognized as 
the Rocky River Confer-
ence Boy’s Coach of the 
Year. 

Local 
athletes 
honored

David L. Griffin
Grass Cutting & Yard Work
Home: 704-624-5978
Cell: 704-221-4637

The Wingate University women’s 
golf team will host the Wingate Bulldog 
Challenge Monday and Tuesday at the 
Olde Sycamore Golf Plantation in Char-
lotte. Sixteen teams and 90 student-ath-
letes will participate in this year’s event.

“We are excited to host a 16-team 
field with 90 players,” Wingate wom-
en’s golf coach Erin Thorne says. 
“There are many good teams from the 
South Atlantic Conference and strong 
regional teams that will make for an ex-
citing couple days of golf.”

Most recently, number 29 Wingate 
finished third in the 2015 Hilton Head 
Lakes Invitational on March 9-10. The 
Bulldogs shot a 308-312 for a two-
day total of 620. Number 27 UNC 
Pembroke led wire-to-wire to take the 
team title with a 606. Number 37 King 
(Tenn.) was second at 615.

 Wingate senior Lucia Careaga Her-
rera tied for fifth place at 153. She shot 
the team’s best second-round score with 
a 75. Junior Caitlin Starrs and sopho-
more Mikaela Hadaway both shot 77 on 
the second day to tie for seventh place 
at 154.

The Bulldogs are the defending South 
Atlantic Conference champions. Wing-
ate junior Johanna Neumann is the 
reigning SAC Player of the Year. Carea-
ga Herrera leads Wingate’s active play-
ers with her 79.0 strokes per round aver-
age. Starrs and Hadaway are next on the 
Wingate charts with their identical 79.8 
strokes per round averages.

Bulldogs have four home games
The Wingate University baseball 

team has five games this week, includ-
ing four home games. Wingate hosts 

Concord at 5 p.m. on Tuesday, then 
travels to Lander Wednesday to take on 
the defending regional champions at 6 
p.m. Wingate opens a three-game SAC 
series Friday night, welcoming Mars 
Hill to town at 6 p.m. The Bulldogs and 
Lions play a doubleheader Saturday at 1 
p.m. Wingate is 16-8 overall and 10-8 in 
the conference. 

Bulldogs host two doubleheaders
The 19th-ranked Wingate softball 

team hosts a pair of conference double-
headers this week, starting Tuesday as 
they entertain Queens at 1 p.m. Wing-
ate welcomes Mars Hill to town for a 
doubleheader Saturday starting at 1 p.m. 
The ‘Dogs are 11-9 overall and 1-1 in 
conference play. 

Lacrosse hosts doubleheader
Both Wingate lacrosse teams will see 

action at the Irwin Belk Track Complex 
turf field Saturday. The Bulldog men 
host Saint Leo (1 p.m.), while the Wing-

ate women entertain Coker (4 p.m.). 
The Bulldogs had two South Atlantic 
Conference Players of the Week this 
week. 

For the Wingate women, freshman 
goalie Nicole Hinkle is the SAC Defen-
sive Player of the Week. She led Wing-
ate to a 13-11 home victory over Young 
Harris Saturday. Bulldog men’s lacrosse 
sophomore attack Tanner Kotch is the 
SAC Offensive Player of the Week.

Tennis plays two SAC twin bills
The Wingate tennis teams play 

two huge South Atlantic Conference 
doubleheaders this weekend. On Fri-
day, Tusculum comes to town for a 2 
p.m. twin bill. On Saturday, Carson-
Newman visits for an 11 a.m. Senior 
Day contest. In Saturday pre-match 
ceremonies, Wingate will honor five 
seniors: men’s seniors Neal Towlson 
and Josh Eardley and women’s seniors 
Sarah Martin, Becca Thomas and Tif-
fany Williams.

Wingate to host Bulldog Challenge
Wingate 
senior Lucia 
Careaga 
Herrera is the 
top scorer on 
the Bulldog 
women’s golf 
team.
Wingate 
will host 
the Bulldog 
Challenge 
Monday and 
Tuesday.
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The More Than the Game 
fund-raising campaign for 
a new Daktronics digital 
video display / scoreboard 
at Irwin Belk Stadium and 
John R. Martin Field is all 
about improving the fan ex-
perience. 

A challenge gift from 
Mike and Carman Johnson 
gives the University a good 
start towards reaching its 
campaign goal.

“We expect to utilize the 
video display for big Uni-
versity events as well,” 
said Athletic Foundation 
director Bill Nash. “We are 
grateful to Mike and Car-
man Johnson for their gen-
erous challenge gift.”

Wingate University vice-
president and director of 

athletics Steve Poston said, 
“An athletic event is more 
than an athletic event…it 
is an entertainment event. 
The Daktronics digital vid-
eo display/scoreboard gives 
us another way to entertain 
our fans.”

For more information 
about the More Than the 
Game fund-raising cam-
paign for a new Daktronics 
digital video display/score-
board, contact Bill Nash at 
704-233-8121 or via e-mail 
at bilnash@wingate.edu. 

Illustration by Daktronics, Inc.
Improving the game-day experience for home football 
games is the goal of a fund drive for a digital video dis-
play scoreboard at Irwin Belk Stadium.

Fans focus of scoreboard fund drivePresident
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“I am confident the Uni-
versity will enjoy continued 
success during his tenure.”

Brown earned a Bach-
elor of Arts (English) when 
it was Wingate College, re-
ceived his MBA from Wing-
ate University and complet-
ed the work for his Doctor of 
Education at the University 
of Alabama.

He served eight years in 
the U.S. Naval Reserve and 
spent active duty in Opera-
tion Desert Storm.  Brown 
served in Saudi Arabia dur-
ing the first Persian Gulf War 
(1990-91). Under his leader-
ship, the university’s service 
organization received the 
George H.W. Bush Thou-
sand Points of Light award 
for community service. 

Brown’s wife, Nicci, cur-
rently serves as registrar, 
coordinator of institutional 
research and adjunct in-
structor at Wingate. The 
couple has two children, 
ages 14 and 11, both en-
rolled at Piedmont Middle 
School in Union County. 




